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Welcome from Paul Girrawah House 
We should reflect for a moment on 
the significance of the Indigenous 
Diplomacy Workshop by honouring 
the heroes among our First Peoples, 
who, over 236 years, have 
maintained the integrity of our 
ancient connection to our lands 
against relentless forces to 
extinguish us by successive 
generations of colonisers. So many 
thousands of our peoples and these 
events are barely acknowledged in 
Australian popular history, but they 
will never be forgotten by the First 
Peoples living today and by those 
yet to be born. 

Ngadhu wudhagarbigi balu-bambal-
gubu, balugirbang-gubu guwuiinyguliya-
laa dumbali-nhal, murruway marambul.   

We listen to the Old People/Ancestors 
and they show us the right path. 

Guwiinyguliya-laa  
Bilingali nhal, they take care of us. 
Yamamali nhal, they help us. 
Walumali nhal, they protect us.  

Marramarra murru – creating pathways 
Murru waaruu – on track 
Dhulugang murru – straight path 

Mambuwarra ngaa-minya-gu. Looking 
to see.  

Wudhagarbinya wudha-dhuray-gu. 
Listening to hear. 
Winhangarra gulbali-gu. Learning to 
understand. 
Yindyamarra/yindyamangidyal. Respect, 
be gentle, be polite, be patient, give 
honour, take responsibility. 
  Image 1:  Ngambri/Ngunnawal custodian Paul 

Girrawah House. Photo: Tracey Nearmy/ANU 

Image 2: Scar tree by Paul Girrawah House and 
Dr Matilda House (2021-22), National Gallery of 
Australia. Photo: the artists. © 
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Welcome from ANU 
Gawaymbanha/Yumalundi (welcome) to Ngambri/Ngunnuwal Country here in 
Canberra. This is our 3rd Indigenous Diplomacy Workshop held at the ANU, and 
our 5th overall since 2019, in collaboration with Charles Darwin University.  

The workshop is designed to raise awareness and understanding of Indigenous 
diplomatic practices and their relevance to contemporary issues of governance, 
reconciliation and conflict resolution. 

Participants will gain understandings of the main principles & practices of 
Indigenous Diplomacy from the perspectives of First Nations Elders from a 
range of nations: 

- Kaurareg (Thursday Island) 
- Mawng (South Goulburn Island, NT)  
- Ngambri (Canberra) 
- Wiradyuri (Central New South Wales)  
- And Larrakia (Darwin) 

 
Participants will gain an understanding of Indigenous Australia and Australia’s 
place in the world and region including learning alternative views on 
Diplomacy, i.e. principles and practices involved in Indigenous Diplomacy. 

This participatory and immersive workshop will provide participants with a 
unique opportunity to learn about the traditions and ongoing life of Indigenous 
sovereignties in Australia and their distinct ways of making diplomacy.  

First Nations Elders will deliver sessions through storytelling, song and dance.   
Participants have been drawn from Federal Government agencies, other 
entities, and ANU academics and students.  

“The weaving of the mat is symbolic and identifies ….  
the preparation of a coming together of different people  

and communities. You have to weave the mat before you can  
sit on it. You have to make the relationships.” 

 
-  Uncle Gabriel Bani, Wagadagam Elder 

In addition to a panel discussion on Indigenous Rights at the UN, an academic 
seminar on the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, the 2.5 day program will include a session led 
by First Nations female Elders and knowledge holders on Indigenous Women’s 
Diplomacy. 

We welcome you here to this place, and invite you on a journey of learning, 
understanding, and relationship-building.  
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Program 

DAY 1. Tuesday 16 July 2024 
Time Venue Agenda 

8.30am  Atrium 
Hedley Bull 
Building 

Gathering 

9.00am Outside  
Coombs 

Welcome to Country 

9.45am Hedley Bull 2 Introduction to workshop 
including the importance of respect / safe 
space 

10:15am Atrium Morning tea 

10.45am Hedley Bull 2 Session 1 – Knowing well each other 

12.00pm Atrium Lunch 

1.00pm Hedley Bull 2 Session 2 – Indigenous Diplomacy 
Ngambri  

2.30pm Atrium Afternoon Tea 

3.00pm Hedley Bull 2 Session 3 – Indigenous Diplomacy 
Kaurareg, Eileen Gobu Bobone 

4.30pm End of Day 1 teaching 

7.00pm Hedley Bull 1 Public Event – Indigenous Rights at the UN 
Moderator: James Blackwell 
Bina D’Costa, Dominic O’Sullivan, Emily Pugin 
Please register at: 
https://bellschool.anu.edu.au/event/indigenous-
rights-un  

8.30pm End of Day 1  

 

  

https://bellschool.anu.edu.au/event/indigenous-rights-un
https://bellschool.anu.edu.au/event/indigenous-rights-un
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DAY 2. Wednesday 17 July 2024 
Time Venue Agenda 

8.45am  Atrium Gathering 

9.00am Hedley Bull 2 Session 4 – Indigenous Diplomacy 
Larrakia  

10.45am Atrium Morning Tea 

11.15am Hedley Bull 2 Session 5 – Indigenous Diplomacy 
Wiradyuri  

12.30pm Atrium Lunch 

1.30pm Hedley Bull 2 Session 6 – Indigenous Diplomacy 
Mawng  

3.00pm Atrium Afternoon Tea 

3.30pm Hedley Bull 2 Session 6a – Indigenous Diplomacy 
Mawng  

4.00pm Hedley Bull 2 Session 7 – Citizenship, Sovereignty, the 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples: Revising the Sustainable 
Development Goals for Indigenous Self-
determination’ 
Dominic O’Sullivan (CSU) 

5.30pm End of Day 2  
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DAY 3. Thursday 18 July 2024 
Time Venue Agenda 

8.45am  Atrium Gathering 

9.00am Hedley Bull 2 Session 8 – Indigenous Women’s Diplomacy  
Moderator: Virginia Marshall 
Aunty Jenny Manmurulu, Aunty Bilawarra 
Lee, Elfie Shiosaki, Aunty Matilda House 

10.30am Atrium Wing Morning Tea 

11.00am Hedley Bull 2 Session 9 – Reflections and Future 
Directions 
Thoughts, reflections, and questions on 
Indigenous Diplomacy and future work 

12:00pm End of Indigenous Diplomacy workshop program 

 
 
 

Optional: Bell School IR Department 75th Anniversary Seminar 

1.00pm Hedley Bull 1 Resistance, Power, and the New Global 
Ethical Order 
IR Dept 75th Anniversary Event 
Please register at Towards a different IR? 
75 Years of International Relations at ANU 

2.45pm Atrium Afternoon Tea 

3.15pm Hedley Bull 1 Oceanic Diplomacy in Global Perspective 
IR Dept 75th Anniversary Event 
Please register at Towards a different IR? 
75 Years of International Relations at ANU 

5.00pm  Break 

5.30pm Hedley Bull 1 Neta Crawford Keynote Address- Towards 
a Different IR? or Towards Different IRs?   
IR Dept 75th Anniversary Event 
Please register at Keynote Address: 
Towards a Different IR? or Towards 
Different IRs? 

7.00pm Atrium Keynote Address Reception 
IR Dept 75th Anniversary Event 

https://events.humanitix.com/towards-a-different-ir-75-years-of-international-relations-at-the-anu
https://events.humanitix.com/towards-a-different-ir-75-years-of-international-relations-at-the-anu
https://events.humanitix.com/towards-a-different-ir-75-years-of-international-relations-at-the-anu
https://events.humanitix.com/towards-a-different-ir-75-years-of-international-relations-at-the-anu
https://events.humanitix.com/keynote-address-towards-a-different-ir-or-towards-different-irs?_gl=1*1mh5zyb*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MTk0NjQ5NjEuRUFJYUlRb2JDaE1JbUlxYmtJTDdoZ01WeWRRV0JSMl9wd1R6RUFBWUFTQUFFZ0tuTnZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*NzU4Njk3MTQzLjE3MTUwNDE2NDI.*_ga*ODQ1MjA0ODYxLjE3MTUwNDE2NDM.*_ga_LHKW5FR9N6*MTcyMDA1MzE1NC4xMDYuMS4xNzIwMDUzNTI5LjMyLjAuMA..
https://events.humanitix.com/keynote-address-towards-a-different-ir-or-towards-different-irs?_gl=1*1mh5zyb*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MTk0NjQ5NjEuRUFJYUlRb2JDaE1JbUlxYmtJTDdoZ01WeWRRV0JSMl9wd1R6RUFBWUFTQUFFZ0tuTnZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*NzU4Njk3MTQzLjE3MTUwNDE2NDI.*_ga*ODQ1MjA0ODYxLjE3MTUwNDE2NDM.*_ga_LHKW5FR9N6*MTcyMDA1MzE1NC4xMDYuMS4xNzIwMDUzNTI5LjMyLjAuMA..
https://events.humanitix.com/keynote-address-towards-a-different-ir-or-towards-different-irs?_gl=1*1mh5zyb*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MTk0NjQ5NjEuRUFJYUlRb2JDaE1JbUlxYmtJTDdoZ01WeWRRV0JSMl9wd1R6RUFBWUFTQUFFZ0tuTnZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*NzU4Njk3MTQzLjE3MTUwNDE2NDI.*_ga*ODQ1MjA0ODYxLjE3MTUwNDE2NDM.*_ga_LHKW5FR9N6*MTcyMDA1MzE1NC4xMDYuMS4xNzIwMDUzNTI5LjMyLjAuMA..
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Getting here 
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Speakers 

Professor Kirsten Ainley 
The Australian National University 

Professor Kirsten Ainley is a feminist scholar of international 
relations who works on gender and justice in conflict-
affected states. She is Co-Chief Investigator of the UKRI 
GCRF Gender, Justice and Security Hub.  

Kirsten's research is in the fields of feminist international 
relations and global ethics, and focuses on the relationships 
between politics, law and ethics at the international level.  

Uncle Richard Aken 
Kuarareg – Tribal Historian 

Waubin Richard Aken is a Traditional Owner of Tuined and 
appointed Tribal Historian for Kaurareg Aboriginal Nation in 
the Torres Strait. 

 

Associate Professor Julien Barbara 
The Australian National University 

A/Prof Julien Barbara is the Director of the Coral Bell School 
of Asia Pacific Affairs. He is a political economist 
specialising in politics, democracy and governance in the 
Pacific. He has conducted research on political and social 
change across the Pacific region including in the areas of 
elections, political participation, political attitudes, climate, 
public policy, governance and institutional reform, 
leadership, gender and urbanisation.  

James Blackwell 
Wiradyuri – Boorowa 
The Australian National University 

James Blackwell is a Wiradyuri man from Boorowa in regional 
NSW. He is a Research Fellow and PhD Candidate in 
Indigenous Diplomacy/International Relations at Coral Bell 
School of Asia Pacific Affairs.  

James’ research explores how First Nations peoples 
understand, practice, and participate in diplomacy, and 
whether First Nations knowledges can be better utilised in 
International Relations theory and Foreign Policy practice. 
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Eileen Gobu Bobone 
The Australian National University 
Eileen Gobu Bobone is a PhD candidate with the Department 
of Pacific Affairs, Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs. 
Her research concerns women’s political representation in 
the public domain and her paper looks at voter behaviours 
and attitudes towards female candidates in Rigo District, 
Central Province in Papua New Guinea.  

Prior to commencing her candidature with DPA in 2017, 
Eileen was a secondary school teacher. From 2009 to 2012, 
she was an undergraduate student at the University of Papua 
New Guinea. 

 

Dr Reuben Brown  
University of Melbourne 

Dr Reuben Brown is a non-Indigenous (Settler/Balanda) 
ethnomusicologist and Australian Research Council DECRA 
Fellow with the Research Unit for Indigenous Languages, 
University of Melbourne.  

Reuben has collaborated with the Inyjalarrku group and 
other ceremony leaders from western Arnhem Land since 
2011 and to document diverse songs in multiple languages 
and support the maintenance of manyardi public ceremony. 

 

Professor Bina D'Costa 
The Australian National University 

Bina D’Costa is a Professor in the Department of 
International Relations at the Coral Bell School of Asia-
Pacific Affairs at The Australian National University. Her 
research interests span migration, children and conflict, 
gender, human rights and justice. 

She has undertaken studies on refugees, stateless 
communities and IDPs, and has provided inputs and technical 
advice to Human Rights bodies, UN agencies and NGOs. 
Most recently, she has served in UNICEF’s Rohingya 
Emergency Response Team in Cox’s Bazar Bangladesh. 

 

Aunty Dr Matilda House-Williams 
Ngambri, Wallabalooa and Wiradyuri Elder 
Aunty Dr Matilda House-Williams is a proud Ngambri 
(Kamberri) Wallabalooa (Ngunnawal) and Wiradyuri Elder, 
who won NAIDOC Female Elder of the Year in 2023. Aunty Dr 
Matilda was also one of the original protestors who 
established the Aboriginal Tent Embassy in 1972.  

She played a key role in establishing Winnunga-Nimmityjah 
Aboriginal Community Services in 1982, and ANU’s Tjabal 
Indigenous Centre in 1989. On the eve of the National 
Apology to the Stolen Generations, she was the first person 
to perform a Welcome to Country at of Federal Parliament. 
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Paul Girrawah House  
Ngambri-Ngunnawal Custodian 
The Australian National University 
Paul Girrawah House is a senior Ngambri-Ngunnawal 
custodian of the Canberra region, with Wiradjuri, Walgalu 
and Ngunnawal ancestry. Paul has worked extensively in 
Commonwealth and NSW public sector agencies, and is 
currently Senior Community Engagement Officer at the ANU.  

Paul has played a key role in the continuing practice of 
culture in Ngambri/Kamberri/Canberra and has worked 
extensively with the National Gallery as a cultural 
consultant.  

 

Aunty Dr Bilawara Lee  
Larrakia Senior Elder and Spirit Doctor 
Charles Darwin University 
Aunty Dr Bilawara Lee is a proud Larrakia woman 
and Senior Elder who works to continue Larrakia people’s 
connection to Country, culture, and Ancestors through 
education, language, spirituality and healing. 

Aunty Bilawara is recognised by the Larrakia community as a 
Gurdimin-ba Bali, a Spirit Doctor, a healer and teacher of the 
ancient wisdoms of Aboriginal Spirituality and Healing. 
Aunty Bilawara is currently the inaugural Larrakia Academic 
in-Residence at Charles Darwin University. 

 

Aunty Jenny Manmurulu 
Mawng Elder and senior dancer 
Jenny Manmurulu is from the Kunwinjku-speaking 
Mayirrwulidj clan and is the senior female dancer of 
Inyjalarrku songs of her late husband David Manmurulu. She 
is a senior Indigenous teacher and cultural advisor at 
Warruwi Community School. 

 

Renfred Manmurulu 
Mawng songman and teacher 

Renfred Manmurulu is a songman of the Inyjalarrku song-set 
and assistant teacher at Warruwi School. Renfred mentors 
apprentice singers and dancers of manyardi at Warruwi and 
teaches school students Arrarrkpi/Indigenous knowledge 
through manyardi ceremony. 
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Rupert Manmurulu 
Mawng singer, arawirr (didjeridu) player, carver 

Rupert Manmurulu is lead singer of the Inyjalarrku ‘mermaid' 
song-set and expert arawirr (didjeridu) player as well as an 
expert carver of arawirr and nganangka (clapsticks). He 
carries on performing the yumparrparr (giant) dance 
performed for Inyjalarrku ceremony taught by his father the 
late Nawamut Manmurulu and grandfather George 
Winungudj (MBE) before him.  

Tamia Fejo 
Mawng dancer 

Tamia Fejo is a lead Inyjalarrku dance leader, learned from 
her grandmother Jenny Manmurulu. She has performed at 
festivals, funerals, academic symposia in Arnhem Land, 
Sydney and Melbourne. 

 

Dr Virginia Marshall 
Wiradyuri 
The Australian National University 
Virginia is a Wiradyuri woman, practising lawyer and duty 
solicitor, and Inaugural Indigenous Postdoctoral Fellow with 
the School of Regulation and Global Governance (RegNet). 

Virginia won the WEH Stanner Award for her doctoral thesis 
on Indigenous water rights, and currently holds an ARC 
Discovery Indigenous Grant on ‘Barriers and Pathways to the 
development of Indigenous traditional medicines’. 

 

Damien Narul 
Mawng singer, arawirr (didjeridu) player, musician 

Damien Narul is an expert singer, arawirr/didjeridu player of Inyjalarrku and Nginji ‘giant’ 
songsets which he learned from the late Nawangari Narul. Damien is also a musician with the 
band B2M (Bathurst to Melville). 

 

Dean O’Neill 
Larrakia 
The Australian National University 
Dean is a senior man from the Larrakia Nation of Darwin, Northern Territory and is well 
connected to his community, culture and homelands. His mother Bilawara Lee is a respected 
Larakia Senior Elder, his maternal Grandmother was a Larrakia elder and maternal 
Grandfather was a member of the Karajarri Nation from north Western Australia.  

He is a professional philanthropic fundraiser for the Australian National University, with 
over20 years’ experience with Commonwealth Government working with remote Indigenous 
communities. 
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Professor Dominic O’Sullivan  
Maori - Te Rarawa and Ngati Kahu 
Charles Sturt University 
Professor Dominic O’Sullivan is Maori scholar (Te Rarawa and 
Ngati Kahu) whose research encompasses the disciplines of 
political science, education, and public theology, with 
Indigeneity providing a unifying scholarly theme.  

The author of over 9 books on Indigenous global politics, his 
work has been influential in shaping Indigenous policy in 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada and Malaysia. Dominic is a 
faculty member at Charles Sturt University, and an Honorary 
Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand. 

 

Emily Pugin 
Kombumerri 
Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade 

Emily Pugin is a Kombumerri woman from the Gold Coast, 
Queensland. She joined the Department of Foreign Affairs 
& Trade (DFAT) in 2013 and has worked across foreign policy, 
development, multilateral and trade portfolios.  

She is currently an Assistant Director of the First Nations 
Taskforce at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
and before that was posted to Australia’s Permanent Mission 
to the United Nations in Vienna, Austria. 

 

Associate Professor Elfie Shiosaki 
Noongar and Yawuru 
A/Prof Elfie Shiosaki is Noongar and Yawuru academic and 
storyteller from the southwest region of Australia, leading 
community education about human rights. 

Her work is consolidated into three key areas; histories of 
advocacy by Indigenous people for rights and self-
determination; Indigenous understandings of rights; and the 
significance of Indigenous storytelling for rights discourses.  

Uncle Willie Wigness 
Kuarareg Elder 
Born on Thursday Island, Willie is an Elder from the 
Aboriginal Kuarareg nation. He has had an extensive career 
working for law enforcement entities representing the 
Commonwealth and State Public Services.  

Working with traditional owners and stakeholders locally, 
domestically and internationally, he works on the cultural 
diplomacy dynamics of the Torres Strait.   
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Participants 
Name Position Organisation 

Tara Ali Senior Advisor Department of Prime 
Minister and Cabinet 

Kim Allen Program Manager, 
National Foundation for 
Australia-China Relations  

Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade 

Jessica Butters Deputy Manager, Student 
Recruitment and 
Partnerships (National) 

ANU Crawford School of 
Public Policy 

Benjamin Doyle Assistant Director Australian Signals 
Directorate  

Jenna Imad Harb Research Fellow ANU School of Regulation 
and Global Governance 
(RegNet) 

James Haughton Indigenous Affairs Senior 
Researcher 

Australian Parliamentary 
Library 

Jack Hayes PhD Candidate ANU Coral Bell School of 
Asia Pacific Affairs 

Cassandra Hooker Project Officer, First 
Nations Unit 

Australian Federal Police 

Jamie Iredale Senior Advisor, Markets Climate Change Authority 

Rhiannon Kiggins Policy Officer, People and 
Places 

Climate Change Authority 

Sascha Loneragan Adviser Department of Prime 
Minister & Cabinet 

Jen Mason Indigenous Research 
Fellow 

ANU School of Culture 
History and Language 

Bede Moses Senior Advisor, People and 
Places 

Climate Change Authority 

Henrietta McNeill Research Fellow ANU Coral Bell School of 
Asia Pacific Affairs 

Jessica Olver Assistant Director, Osaka 
Expo Taskforce 

Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade 



 

The Australian National University 15 

Suzanne O'Neill Senior Policy and Research 
Advisor 

ANU First Nations 
Portfolio 

Chris Siver A/g Assistant Director, 
Legislative Implementation 
and Integrity, APS Reform 

Australian Public Service 
Commission 

Elise Stephenson Deputy Director Global Institute for 
Women’s Leadership 

Zoe Tiller Assistant Director, First 
Nations Taskforce 

Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade 

Rychelle Vines Indigenous and Community 
Projects Manager 

Airport Development 
Group 

Ruth Wallace Pro Vice-Chancellor, 
Faculty of Arts & Society 

Charles Darwin University 

Lara Williams First Nations Unit Australian Federal Police 

Helen Wright Director of Policy and 
Research 

ANU First Nations 
Portfolio 
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