
Harry Choi 
My name is Harry, studying Master in diplomacy in ANU 
for a year now.  I am an Australian citizen commuting 
between Hong Kong and Australia.   

 

 

Oliver Lilford 
I am a Pacific Studies major. I was born in Zimbabwe and then 
lived in Melbourne, Ballina, and Dalby, and I am now based in 
Canberra. I am acutely aware of my lack of understanding of and 
connection to the peoples whose country I was moving through: 
their language, their culture, and connection to that country.  
 

 

Saman Muneeb 
I am a serving diplomat with the Ministry of foreign affairs 
in Pakistan and currently pursuing Master of Diplomacy 
while on study-leave. I am looking forward to being part of 
this ground-breaking course and hope to learn a lot together 
with all of you. 

 

Aidan Myatt 
I was born and bred in Toowoomba, Qld, but have been enduring 
the Canberra cold for the last four years.  

 

 

 

Buthaina Al Mamari 
My name is Buthaina and I am from Oman. Before coming to 
Australia, I knew nothing about its Indigenous people. Once I 
started learning about their history and culture it just made me want 
to learn more and more. It will be interesting to learn more about 
how understanding Indigenous diplomatic practices is crucial for 
contemporary issues such as reconciliation.  



 
Lisa Carson  
I am Principal Research & Policy Advisor at the Australian & New 
Zealand School of Government, a Research Fellow at UNSW, and 
voluntary coordinator of a youth feminist organisation (YWILPF). I 
have a background in political science, international relations, and 
public management and policy. I’m from a farming background in 
NE Victoria and currently Melbourne based.  
 

Sally Swinnen 
I am in my final semester of the Master of Diplomacy program. In 
2017 I graduated from a Bachelor of Arts at the Charles Darwin 
University,  Darwin where I majored in Indonesian language and 
political science. I am excited to learn about the varied diplomatic 
practices of different Aboriginal countries and challenge the 
mainstream misunderstanding that there is no Indigenous 
diplomacy. I believe a better understanding of Indigenous 
diplomacy to be important in closing the gap and providing greater 
political legitimacy to Indigenous diplomatic practice. 

Charlotte Stiff 
I am just finishing off my first semester of Masters of Diplomacy, 
here at ANU. Previously, I studied a Bachelor of Commerce and 
Bachelor of Media at  UNSW, in Sydney. I am originally from 
Switzerland, and spent all of my schooling in the French 
education  system - both abroad and in Australia. I therefore had had 
almost no  exposure to Indigenous cultures and histories until I 
started university. Even then, I have never taken a course geared 
specifically towards these topics. This is why I am especially 

excited to learn  about Indigenous Diplomacy.  

Amy Twinch 
I'm in the second semester of my Masters of Diplomacy which I'm 
completing part-time while working. My background is in refugee 
law where, prior to moving to Canberra this year, I worked with 
UNHCR and in the private and non-governmental sectors in 
Australia, Southeast Asia and Papua New Guinea.  I'm very 
interested in Indigenous Diplomacy because I believe non-Western 
forms of diplomacy hold immense value in terms of informing 
contemporary diplomatic practice.  

 



Kerwin, Mathew 
I am a proud Worimi Nations man (Great Lakes region – 
Foster/Tuncurry). I am a current employee within the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade. I have achieved undergraduate degrees 
in History, Cultural Sociology and Commerce and currently 
studying a Masters in International Business at the University of 
Canberra with an eye on the Masters of Diplomacy at ANU.  
 
 
 

Steven Bolton 
I have worked in commercial fisheries as a fisher, student, 
teacher and fisheries manager, spanning 40 years. My current 
position of eight years is senior manager, northern fisheries and 
covers the Torres Strait, Gulf of Carpentaria through to Joseph 
Bonaparte Gulf in Western Australia. These fisheries intersect with 
the livelihoods, cultures and aspirations of many Indigenous 
peoples, of whom I know too little about.  

 

Bashir Yousufi 
My name is Bashir. I recently completed a Bachelor of Politics and 
International Relations at the University of Canberra. This is my 
first semester of my Master degree at ANU and I am much excited 
to meet everyone. I have completed some Indigenous studies 
particularly around Indigenous recognition in the Australian 
Constitution and the Northern Territory Intervention. I think in the 
twenty first century, it is vital for all of us to solve the issues that 
exist in our community through diplomacy meaning building 

positive relationship with Indigenous people to reach our potential goal (closing the gap). 

 

James Lyon 
I'm originally from Melbourne. I am currently in my 3rd semester of 
the Master of Diplomacy. I am interested in studying Indigenous 
Diplomacy because I want to  discover a new way of 
approaching the subject of diplomacy. I've also generally been 
disappointed with the lack of opportunities throughout primary and 
high school as well as university to understand Indigenous 
Australia.  

 

 



Ruiying Ma 
I’m Marion from China.  I’m happy to learn about aboriginal 
diplomacy and I believe that I can learn many things about 
indigenous people in Australia from this course. I’m looking 
forward to listening to the stories of indigenous diplomacy!  

 

 

Henry Strong 
I'm a Tasmanian originally, and came to ANU after doing 
an undergrad in European Studies in The Hague, NL. I'm in 
the Masters of Diplomacy programme, and hope to end up 
back in Europe before too long, in some capacity.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


